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GONVERSILON OF AN AGED SINNER. 


a remarkable dnd well authenticated instance of rich and 
sovereign grace, displayed in the conversion of an old 
sinner, when on the very verge of eternal destruc- 
tions 


The subject of this memoir, whose christian name was 
Jolin, lived at Muckhart in Perthshire, (Scotland) and died 
about the beginning of the present century. Of what re- 
lates to the time of lis youth, nothing has beea handed down 
that can, in any measure, be interesting to the reader.— 
When arrived at manhood, he took a smail farm within the 
parish; and what time could be spared from the cultyré of 
the ground, he employed in buying and selling horses at the 
neighbouring tairs and markets. And truly these concerns 
completely occupied his attention, and possessed his heart. 
He had all that low cunning and deceit, which is, perhaps, 
too generally attributed to persons who make a trade of 
what is called Aorse-couping.; and all that Waconcern about 
the welfare of his immortal soul, which marks a man to be 
under the power of the grossest mfidelity. Not an hour 
was he ever observed to dedicate to religious services, either 
in his own house, or in the sanctuary ot God. When other 
people attended on divine ordinancés, he either tended his 
cattle, sauntered through his corn-ficlds, or went to a little 
ale-house that stood on the skift of the parish, where he, 
either solitarily, dozed away the sacred hours of the Sab- 
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bath cver his bottle, or talked about worldly affairs with those 
he oceasionaliy met with, who had come there ona similar 
errand with himseli. ; 

fa this manner, did he continue to squander away precious 
time, andtrille with every thing sacred, until he was up- 
wards of seventy years of age; when it pleased the Lord 
to arrest him in his career to destruction, first, by sending 
him a harbinger of the king of terrors, aud then a messen- 
ger of peace to awaken him out of his feartul state of secu- 
rity, and bring forward to his view the blessed scheme of 
redempiion throvgh Jesus Christ the Lord. The harbinger 
was a mortal distemper that confined him to his bed, and 
soun breught him to the grave. The messenger, whom we 
shall call Anna, was the daughter of the farmer whose ground 
bordered with John’s, and whose hcuse was distant from his 
only about a quarter of a mile. 

Lhis young woman, who was an ornament to the place 
where she lived, bothfur piety and other accomplishments 
suited to her rank and condition, hearing of John’s sudden 
illness, and that it was thought he had but a short time to 
live, felt her heart strongly moved with compassion towards 
him. Touched by the invisible agency of that Spirit who 
bade Philip, of old, join himself to the chariot of the Eihi- 
opian treasurer, she resolved that this baptized heathen 
should not perish without her using all the mcans, at Icast 
ia her power, to bring him to the knowledge of salvation. 
‘this generous purpose she communicated to the young wo- 
man who acted in the capacity of a servant im the family, 
wud who, though her inferior in several respects, was not- 
withstanding a warm frend to the Mediator’s kingdom — 
st was concerted between them two, that ona certain pight 
alter their own family were retired to rest, they should slip 
froin the house, unknown to any one, pay John a visit, and 
ofier their service to wateh at his bed-side, and minister to 
his necessities Should any be disposed to blame them for 
such an excess of caution and privacy, let such remember, 
that female associations were not then known. Women pro- 
tessing gudliness did not blow a trumpet before them, to 
apprise ihe word of their denevolent intentions. Alraia 
icst their good be evil sp»ken of, they were careful not to 
exhibit it to the eye of public observation. They had often 
heard the virtuous part of their sex compared to the angels, 
und therefore they wished thac their acts of duty to the 
«titicted should be as like as possible to the conduct of those 
Minisering spirits whea they minister to the heirs of salva- 
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gone—kind but wnseen: and that their beneficence sh aay 
fall into the lap of the indig gent, as the dew-drops from hea 
ven, in silence, upon the ites ed herbs of the field. 

On their way to John’s dwelling, Anna was several times 
observed by her companion to fall down upon her knees, 
presenting, no doubt, ejaculatory addresses to the throne 
of God tora blessing on their pieus erahassy. Arriving at 
the house, they found the apartment of the sick persan ale 
‘most full cf people ; and, as is too common on these orca- 
sions, every one present had some infallible nostrum to pre- 
scribe for the disease of the body; but none of them was 
so kind as to recommend the alone remedy for the more 
inveterate maladies of the soul. This task was reserved to 
Anna; and as soon as the visitors retired and the family 
were at rest, she went about it with the most heartfelt plea- 
sure, and to the praise of rédeeming mercy be it said! 
with the most happy success. Ilay ving first introduced her- 
self to j&an, by informing him that she and her. friend had 
come to wait on him through the night; she then inquired 
into the state of his health, whether or not he thought him- 
self dying, and what were his prospects with regard to the 
eternal state? “Indeed, my dra’ Jasses,” replied John, (for 
this was the manner in which he ordinarily addressed the 
voung women of his acquaintance) “ I do think myself d 
ing; [ feel, notwithstanding what some folk say, that I 
must soon go the way of all living ; and as to what may take 
place after death, I cannot think ' that I have much cause ta 
be afraid. I! Have never indeed made such a great ads 
about religion as I have seen many others do, but perhaps 
Iwas as really relizious as any of them for ailthat. [| 
have known several in my day, who ran about to preachings 
and to sacraments, and yet could cheat and le detter than 
ever I could in my life. If f have wronged any person in 
the course cf my _ business, Y am sorry for it: and what 
more can be sait? Besides, the Bidle tells me, that God is 
merciful, and that he has sent his own Son into the world 
to save sinners ; so there is no fear of poor Fohn.” 
‘© My desiga in coming here to nigh:,” said Anna in her 
turn, “was not te flatter vou, Joh 1, but honestly to tell 
you thetruth: and [ must needs say, that it g ieve; my 
heart to think you should drop into eteraity uader your 
present dreadful delusi: Se ‘True ic is, and the more the 
pity, that the fair cloak of a reiizious profession has often 
covered an unsanctified heart: but itis as true, that genne 
ime religion can bave no possessiog of the man’s allection 
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of it. For the faithful and true witness himself has said, 
Whosoever shail be ashamed of me and my words,—of him 
also shall the Sov of man be as shamed, when he cometh in the 


glory of his Fa ither, with the holy angels. It is indeed a 


os truth, that God is mercifal ; ‘and as a testimony, 
of this, he has sent his only and belove d Son into the world 
to redeem sinners; but you have been in the habit of tram- 
pling upon his mercy, by despising the Saviour whom he 
hath seat." —“O! how can you think,” interrupted John, 
“IT could be so wicked, as to despise Christ ?”—“* Yes,” 
said Anna, “you have despised him ; for he himself hath 
expressly said, Jf a man love me he will keepmy words. Bu: 
he that loveth me not, keepe:h not my sayings. Now you 
well know that this last 1s not your character. His bles- 
sed word you made no use of, excepting it were to set off 
your impious jests among your infidel companions: his or- 
dinances, and those who waited on them, were the constant 
objects of your scorn; his Sabbaths you mispent, and his 
sacred name you profaned.” 

In this manner did our faithful female monitor hold up 
the glass of the divine law before the face of this secure, 
hardened sinner, if happily he might obtain, in it, a sight of 
himself, in all his guilt and wretchedaess. Her pious la- 
bour was notin vain: for, after repeated solicitatious to the 
throne of mercy, in which dhe herself officiated, with much 
diffidence indeed, but with strong faith and devotional fer- 
vour, it pleased that Sovereign Being before whom she pour- 
ed out her heart, and who alune giveth. the increase, to take 
the work at last into his own hahd. ‘Che commandment came 
home with power upon the conscience of the dying sinner ; 
sin appeared in all its demerit and hideous deformity ; the 
baseless tabric of his hopes tumbled to the dust, and he cried 
out, * Tell me, O tell me, my bra’ lasses, if there yet can 
be any salvation for such a wretch as me !”———Anna, who 
was ready to catch the auspicious moment, flew on the wings 
of love te pour the balm of consolation into the wounds 
which she hd probed to the quick. She and her compani- 
on, by turns, read from the scriptures such passages as ex- 
press the love of God the Father towards sinners of man- 
kind; the mission of his only begotten Son to our world, 
his layi ing our iniquitics upon him, putting him to grief, 
and making his soul an offering for sin. The sufficiency 
and wiliiogness of the Redeemer himself to save to the ué- 
termost, and to saveal taut come uato God through him, 
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Rec. &c. “¢ Behold, O blessed Jesus!” cried John in an ec- 
stacy, ‘‘ I come unto the for these thy words are indeed the 
words of eternal life.” ‘* Now, me bra’ lasses,’ added he 
s let us sing some Psalm that will be suitable for praising 
him for his wonderful goodness to such a vile worthless crea- 
ture asme.” Anna turned to the first twelve limes of the 
40th psalm. It was to John, in very deed, a new song, and 
to them all a songof Zien, the genuine effusions of three 
grateful hearts. 

“ I seethe day begins to break, my bra’ lasses,” said John 
‘and you must soon leave me; 1 beg however, before you 
go, that you would lift me from the bed, and, with the clo- 
thes wrapped about me, place me, in the elvow-chair, on the 
threshold ofthe door.” Infvain did they remonstrate against 
this’ proposal, as a thirg that could not fail to be hurtful to 
him in his present weakly conditiun. He still solicited, till 
at length they complied with his request, using, at the same 
time, all necessary precaution to prevent his catching cold, 
It was a beautiful summer morning ; and Joknhad sat but a 
few minutes in his chair, when the sun arose, in all its glory 
and covered him with its rays. ‘“ Now, my bra’ lasses,” 
cried John, *“* mark carefully what I say. Befare the sun 
we have seen rise sae bonnily in the east, set again, this 
night, in the west, poor John shall see the face of the Sun 
of righteousness in heaven, and be engaged in singing to the 
praise of redeeming love. Carry me back to my bed, you 
know now what made me wish to rise from it, and I have 
obtained my wish. The blessing of him that was ready to 
perish be upon you,” said he to Anna and her friend when 
they bade him adieu. . “ You and yours shall prosper for the 
kindness you have shewn to me.” 

The two young women returned home, wendering at the 
great things which the Lord, in his sovereign mercy, had 
done ; yet feartul, lest, if John outlived his prophecy, the 
whole should turn outa delusion. it was with pleasure that 
Anna, as she went abort her household employments thro’ 
the day, heard her neighbours telling one another, what an 
astonishing change had been wrought on John. “ Nothing 
heard from him now,” said they, ** but praying and preis- 
ing, and recommending Christ, and salvation through him, 


to his family, and to ail who visit Lim.” “ J am but just | 


now come irom his bed side,” said an old woman, and she 
wiped the tear from l-r eye while she snake, “I am but 
just now come from his bed side, and sure I was never 
more affected with any thing in my life, than wiih the manner 
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in which he warned me to rem?2m er the things that be- 
Jong to my peace, ere they be for ever hid from mine eyes.” 
All is wondrous well, thought Anna; but still what must I 
think if the sun should set, ‘and John still’be left in the land 
of the liviag. Her fears, however. were soon dispelléd, and 
unmingled joy took possession of her heart ; for John was 
punctual to his word. ‘T'wo tull hours before the sun ‘went 
down he took his leave of this sorrowful world, and entered 
into the joy of his Lord. ; 

Let eur pious countrywomen read this, and go, when: o¢- 
casion offers, and do as Anna has done. - Let ;the youth of 
both sexes beware of misimoproving it by putting off the 
concerns of eternity to a late hour; and let not the hoary 
headed slave of the devil despair; for although men ordi- 
narily die as they have lived, yet the imstance-of this brand 
plucked from ihe burning affords another proof, thac per- 
sons are sometimes called into the vineyard, even atthe 
sleventh hour. 


(FOR THE INSTRUCTOR.) 


[The following communication was principally occasioned. 
by a small pamphlet published at Bedford, 1808, entitled, 
‘lhe Contrast, or, certain doctrines of the church of Scot- 
land, compared with the doctrines of the New Jerusalem 
church. ‘The author, however, in stating the doctrines of 
the last named ehurch appears not to have confined himself 
to said publication, but to have likewise drawn from other 
authentic sources of information. At the same time, the 
order of the contrast is followed: and the doctrines uf the 
New Jerusalem church, are for the most part, expressed 
in the terms there used, reduced into the form of so 
many distinct propositions. Where the precise terms are 
not employed, there is a strict adherence to the sense and 
import of the passages referred to. The New Jerusalem 
church is of modern name, and as yet little known in the 
world. Iiowever, as the doctrines avowed by this new 
sect, have long been held, more or less, in some other 
religious societies, iN Opposition to most precious truths 
of christianity, it is presumed that this brief exposition of 
these truths will not be deemed unseasonable. | . 

D. 
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CERTAIN DOCTRINES OF THE NEW JERUSALEM CHURCH 
COMPARED WITH THE DOCTRINES OF THE BIBLE. 


BY FHILOBIPLLIVS 


DOCTRINES OF -THE BIBLE. 
Of Goa and the Trinity. 


1. There are three persons that bear record 
in heaven, the Father, the Son and the Holy 


Ghost; and these three are one Being or sim- 


le divine essence. (a). These names, the Fa- 
ther, the Son, and the Holy Spirit properly 
signify persons, and their personality is abun- 
dartly established by the acts ascribed to them, 
with regard to one another. The Father be- 
gets, and sends, and gives the Son. The Son 
is begotten, sent and given by the Fat! er, (4), 
Jesus Christ was God the Father’s own Son; 
his son not ina metaphorical, but in a proper 
sense, as the term signifies a distinct person, 
partaking of the same nature with the Father, 
though the manner of this divine participation 
is infinitely different from the manner of son- 
ship among creatures, and is therefore to us 
incomprehensible. The Jews sought to stone 
Jesus, because he said, God was his Father, his 
own proper Father. God spared not his owa 
son, his son properly so called. (c). The Holy 
Spirit is sent by the Father and by the Son, and 
he is the Spirit of the Son, as well as of the 
Father. Hence it is inferred, that it is the per- 
sonal property of the.Holy Spirit to proceed 
from the Father and from the Son. (d). Jesus 
Christ plainly speaks of the Holy Spirit as ano- 
ther comforter and teacher, and consequently 
another person from himself. “I will pray the 
‘ather and he shall give you another comforter. 
(e). Jesus said to the Apostles, ** Go, teach 


a1 Fohn5.7. b. Fohn 1.14. 8. 16. 10, 36. 
ce Fohn 5. 18. Rom. 8 32. d. Fohn14. 26. 15. 
26. Gal. 4.6. ¢. Fohn 14. 16. 


Doetrines of 
the New Je- 
rusalem 
church. Of 
God and the 
Trinity. 

1. There is 
but one God 
in person. 
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or disciple all nations, baptizing them in tlic 
namé of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghost,” (/) that is in the name of three 
divine persons, for these cannot be three divine 
beings or essences, bat three incomprehensible 
substances in the one absolutely simple divine 
| being or essence. | | 
2.Thereisin 2. When God says; his name is, I am, that 
God, or the there is with him no variableness, nor shadow 
tlivine es- £ chang . ere f 
sence, anu- Of change, that is, no possibility o change ; 
nity of Fa- that he is a Spirit, and tavisiblc, having no simi- 
vere aon Be litude of any figure; he teaches us to consider 
wg PH his being or essence as so absolutely simple, 
in the divine that it admits of no sort of composition. He 
essence an- has no figure nor component parts like the body. 
»werng to’ He has not even such a composition as takes 
the soul of ] . > d * . hi h th at 
man ; the son Place in a ereated spirit, in which there are acct. 
or the huma- dents, qualities or attributes, distinct and sepa- 
nity of Jesus rable from its essence. But whatever is in God, 
vail grat is God himself ;—that is, he has no accidents, 
divine huma. qualities or attributes distinct from his essence ; 
hity, answers what we call the various attributes of God 
ing tothe f,eing only several views which he has been plea- 


— 4 ih cei sed to give us, in condescension of our feeble ca- 


Holy Ghost, pacity, of the same simple and infinite essence. 
or the divine Ip the invisible and unchangeable God, there 
proceeding can be no composition answerable to that of 


€ *, thro’ - 
os ae nid soul and body in man; or to that of the soul 
Son, ahawer- and its operations. (4) ‘The scriptures of truth 


ing to the admit of no other distinction in God, as he is 
ae < in himself, than that of three divine persons, 
body ef man the manner of which distinction is to us altoge- 
together. ther incomprehensible; though the distinction 
3. Before the irselt is clearly revealed ia the word of God, 


— and the belief of it is- mecessary to salya- 
> . 


there was no t1On. ‘ - : 
divine trini- 3. Agin God there 1s no variableness nor sha< 


ty, ee " we* dow of change, so the divine trinity was trons 

a ear eternity. A new relation may be conceived of 

the creation, a§ taking place between God and the creatures 

when God at the begining of. time, because the creatures 
W ae manifes- 7 

Mat. 28.19. g Exod. 3. 14. Fam, 1. 17. 

Fohn 4, 24. 1 Tim. 1. 18, Deut. & 126 15.— 


h Deut. 6. 4. 1 Cor. 8. 6s 
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did not exjst Lefore time.~ But each of the ted in the Gi} 
three persons in the God head being the same fes?> j'nd ee 
true and eternal God, the relations which they “theLGed | im 
bear to one another, must have been eternal. God, the Rey | % 
Thus in the beginning of the gospel of Johu, deemer and i. 
it issaid, that the word (which was made flesh, pee : 
according to what follows in the same chapter) 

was in the beginning with God, and the word 

was God. Its evident from the connexi-n of 
these words with what is said of the ficst creae _ 
tion, that the beginning here must be under- 
stocd of that beginning described in the first 
chapter of Genesis, when God created the hea- 
vens and the earth, and when all things were 
made by the word, Then, says the evangelist, 
whilst the word, as to his essence, was God, 
yet, as a distinct person, he was with God; 
that iS, with God the Father (2). Jesus 
Christ, in his prayer to the Father, declares that 
he had glory with the Father before the foun- 
dation of the world. In the eighth chapter of 
the Proverbs, speaking of himself in the charac- 
ter of the personal wisdom cf God, he shews 
that he was with the Father, as a distinct per- 
son, before the creation of the world. While 
as yet, says he, Jehovah hid not made the i Be ae 
earth, then was I by him, as one brought up * (a 
with him; and I was daily his delight, rejoic-’ jae ds 
ing always before him. (4). -According to the , 
prophet Micah, besides the Sox’s coming forth B 
out 6f Bethlehem, when he was manifested in 
the flesh, there was another going forth which ey ig 
was of old, from everlasting. (7). In the crea- ete ee 
tion of the world, both the Sea and the Holy ) 
Spirit acted as distimct persons. Thuis God is 
said to have made the World by his Son. (in). | rob 
The spirit of God moved’ upon the face of the ety 
waters, exerting his creative power’ ia the for- ) Paaet 
mation of the various sorts of creatures out of 

ihe chaotic mass. (%). A’ plurality of persons i» 
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the Godhead is plainly intimated in God’s decla- 
ration of his purpose to create man. Ged said, 
Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. 
(c). The same plurality of persons was mani- 
fested, when the Son was sent, as the angel of 
God’s presence, to go before the Israelites, and 
to bring them into the place which God had pre- 
pared for them. (~). This was no created an- 
gel, for God’s name was in him; God’s na- 
ture and perfections were in him; the Is- 
raelites were enjoined to regard him as the 
object of their faith and obedience. In his love 
and pity he redeemed them ; he bare and carried 
them. (7). This was a divine person, yet an 
angel; a distinct person from God the Father, 
who had promised to send him before the Israel- 
ites. Atthe same time God also gave his good 
spirit to instructthem. (r). Thus the divine 
Trinity was with the Israelites in the wilder- 


€SS- 
TO BE CONTINUED. 


o Gen. 1. 26. p Exed. 23. 20. 9 Isa. 63. 9. 
leh. 9. 20. Hag. 2.5. 





REVIEW. 
Idemoir of the expediency of an Ecclesiastical establishment 
for British India; both as the means of perpetuating the 
Christian religion among our own countrymen, and as 
a foundation for the ultimate civilization of the natives.— 
By Rev. CLaupius Bucnanan, J. A. une of the Chap- 
lains at the Presidency of Fort William, and professor of 
Classics in the same; and member of the Asiatic Society. 
First Americap edition. Cambridge; Hiliard & Met- 

calf, 1811. pp. 96, 8vo. 50 cents. 


(CONCLUDED. ) 


But the most pleasing parts of the work, are those which 
the prevalence of Christianity in some parts of India is de- 
scribed. 

“© The religion of Christ has been professed by Hindoos 
in India from time immemorial; and thousands of brahmins 
have been converted to the christian faith. At this time 
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thee are upwards of one hundred and fifty thousand na- 
tives in one district alone, on the coast of Malabar, who 
profess that relig..., and who live under a regular canonical 
discipline, occupying one hundred and nineteen churches,” 
. 50. 

: “ The province of Malabar now forms part of the British 
dominions ; and divine providence hath placed these church- 
es under our government. 

«© The manners of these Christians are truly simple and 
primitive. Every traveller who has visited the churches in 
che mountains takes pleasure in describing the chaste and 
innocent lives ofthe native Christians. The congregations 
support each other, and form a kind of christian republic. 
The clergy and elders settle all disputes among members 
of the community ; and the discipline, for the preservation 
of pure morals, is very correct, and would do honour to any 
Protestant church in Europe.” p. 53. : 

From the chaptet on Missionaries, we select the following 
passages. 

«‘"Vhe same spirit which sent missionaries to Britain in 
the fourth century will continue to send missionaries to the 
heathen world to the end of time, by the established church, 
or by her religious societies. 

“ Wherever the Christian missionary comes, he is well 
received. Ignorance ever bows to learning: but if there be 
a desire to impart this learning, what barbarian will turn 
away? The priests will murmur when the christian teacher 
speaks as one having authority: but “the common people 
will hear him gladly.” Whether in the subterranean hut of 
frozen Greenland, ov under the shade ofa banian tree 
in burning India, a Christian missionary surrounded by the 
listening natives, is an interesting sight ; no less grateful to 
humanity than to christian charity. 

«“ But who is this missionary? He is such as Swartz in 
India, or Brainard in America, or the Moravian in Laora- 
dor; one who leaving his country and kindred, and re- 
nouncing honor and emolument, embraces a life of toil, dif- 
ficulty, and danger ; and contented with the fame of instruc- 
ing the ignorant, * locks for the recompense of eternal re- 
ward.” 

“ There is a great difference between a civilizing mechanic 
and an apostolic missionary. A mechanic of decent morals 
is no doubt useful among bardarians. ‘The few around him 
learn something of his morals with his trade. And it is 
the duty of civilized states to use such means for improving 
the babarous portions of the human race. 
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“ But the apostolic missionary, W290 hrs studied the ian- 
guage and genius cf the people, ig 2 blessing ef a h gher 
order. © His heavenly doctrine and its maral iafuence ex- 
tend, like the light of the sun, over multitudes in a short 
time ; giving life, peace, and joy, enlarging the concentidns 
and giving birth to all the christian charities. . How shall we 
estimate the um. of human happiness produced by the voi ce 
of Swartz aione! Compared wiih him, as a dispenser of 
happiness what are a thous and P teachers of philosophy 
among a refined peopie! ) } 

“ Some of the English think | that. we ought net “ to dis- 
turb the faith of the natives.’ But some of the Hindco 
Rajahs think ‘differently. The king. of Tanj org -eques| ted 
Mr. Swartz to disturb the faith of F his wicked subjects by 
every means, and to make them, if possible, honest and 
industrious men. Mr. Swartz endeavoured to do so, and 
his services were ack cnowledged by the English government 
at Madras, as well as by the King of Tanjore.” pp. 
53, 56.” 

It has not been gener rally known to the christian wor td 
how much good was done by the Protestant Missionaries in 
India during the last century. It is stated in the work be- 
fore us, that “* from the commencement of the mMiission 12 
1705 to the present year, 1805, it 1s computed that eighty 
thousand natives of all casts; in one district alone, forsaking 
their idols and their vices have been added to the christian 
church.”’ p. 66. : 
~ ‘The Appendix contains a multitude of facts illustrative of 
the cruel and barbarous practices. tthe Hindoos. The of- 
fering of children to the Ganges by drowning them in that 
river, which is very common, is described ; and the autho- 
rity on which the custom rests, is given. Te appears, that. 
there are no less than fourteen methods of destroying or en- 
dangering human life, in compliance with biutal superstition. 
No fewer than 2735 women were known to have been burnt 
to death on the funeral piies my their husbands, within thirty 
miles of Calcutta, in the year 1805. F rom April to Octo- 
ber, 1804, six months,sit wes ascertained, by an oficial report 
that 116 women within the saime hinits, came to their end 
in the same miserable way. It has been computed, from 
these and other fict:, that the who!e number thus sacrificed, 
iu the northern provinces of Hindostan alone, is ten thou- 
sand annually. 

‘Dr. Buchanan appears, ff om the work before us, to de’ 
serve the character which he has acquired, Learning any 
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Extract from the Annual Report of the Hiternian Socicty 
for the a&:fusion of religious knowledge in Ireland, for 
1810. : 


To give « just representation of the state of religions 
information in many ccuntry perts cf Irciand, a respecta- 
bie correspondent has furnished us with the following re- 
lation * ' ; 

“ Into a remote part of this country, whichis well. inha- 
bited, mostly by catholics, a testament found its way. The 
catholics being at so great’ a distance from their chapel, they 
could seldoni attend mass, and hearing by some means that 
this book (it being the Doway or Rheinish translation) was 
a divine hook, gave some attention to its contents. In rea- 
ding it they were joined by some prctestants ; and ail, tn 
alluding to the treatment the Sayiour endured, discover ed 
that the priests were his enemies and opposers, and tha it 


was by the influence and malice of the chief priests thee he » 


was putto death. This gave rise to a warm dispute be. 
tween protestants and catholics to which of their denomina, 
tions those wicked priests pertained. However, the catho. 
lics were silenced by this argument from the protestants, 
that the protestant clergy were not priests but ministers, ang 
that, as no denomination had priests but the catholics, it 
must have been they who perpetrated the deed. The ca- 
tholics, sore under the charge, reproached their priest, on 
his first visit thereafter, Tor this wicked deed of his erder, 
which obliged the priest to make a sermon on the occasion, 
to convince them that it was the Jewish and not the catho: 
lic priests who crucified the Redeemer. Pleased at comins 
to the knowledge of this important informatian, the Fa 
tholics still attended to the testament; but discovering 
in it what characters for holiness, moderation, and selt- 
denial, christian teachers should be, they began to be 
further troublesome to their priest : To prevent which, and 
to cut up every thing similar by the root, he banished even 
the Doway testament out of the country.” | 
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THE RELICYOVS INSTRUCcror. 


ANECDOTE cf the Lar/ of Rocursrer. 


The witty Earl of Rochester being once in compagy with 
King Charles II. his Queen, chaplain, and some ministers 
of state ; after they had been discoursing on public business 
the king of a sudden exclaimed—“ Let our thoughts be 
unbended from the eares of state, and give us a generous 
glass of wine, that cheereth, as the PScripture saith, both 
God and man.” The queen hearing this, modestly said, 
she thought there could be no such text in Scripture, and 
that the idea was litle less than blasphemy. The king re- 
plied, that he was nct prepared to turn to chapter and verse, 
but he was sure he had met with it in his Scripture reading. 
The chaplain was appealed to, and he was of the same opi- 
nion with the queen. Rochester, suspecting the King to 
be right, and being no friend to the'chapiain, slipt out of the 
room to enquire among the servants, if any of them were 
covnersant with the Bible. They named David,the Scotch ~ 
cook, who always carried a Bible about him ; and David 
being called, recollected -both the text, and where to find 
it. Rochester ordered him to be in waiting and returned 
to the King. ‘This text was still the topic of conversation 
and Rochester moved to call in David, who, he said, he 
found was well acquainted with the Scriptures. David ap- 

eared, and being asked the question, produced his bible, 
and read the text, (Judges ix. 13.) The King smiled, the 
Queen asked pardon, and the chaplain blushed. Rochester 
now asked the Doctor if he could interpret the text, since 
it was produced ; but he was mute. The Earl, therefore, 
lied to David for the exposition. The cook immediately 
replied, “‘ How much wine cheereth man, your Lordship 
knows ; and that it cheereth Ged, I beg leave to say, that, 
under the Old Testament dispensation, there were meate 
offerings and drink offerings. ‘The latter consisted of wine, 
which was typical-of the blood of the Mediator, which, by 
metaphor, was said to cheer God, ashe was well pleased in 
the way of salvation he had appointed ; whereby his justice 
was satished his law fulfilled, his mercy reigned, his grace 
triumphed, all the divine pertections harmonized, the sinner 
was saved,and God in Christ glorified.” | 

The King was agreeably surprised at this evangelical ex- 
position ; Rochester applauded, and after some severe re- 
fleetions upon the chapl ain, very gravely moved, that hts 
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Majesty would be pleased to make the chaplaia his cook, 
and this cook his chaplain. 


TE 





Anecdote of the late Lord B d, ene of the Sena- 
torsof the Cellege of Fustice. 


A Few years before his Lordship’s death, when he and 
another of the judges were on the autumnal circuit, the 
court met on a Saturday, at one of the county towns, where 
the assizes are usually held, After going through the 
customary forms, and doing some business of ao great im-. 
portance, they adjourned til! Monday. Atthe close of {the 
meeting, one of the juzymen, a gentleman of large fortune, 
earnestly requested the judges to permit him to go home. 
The only answer he received was a pressing invitation ta 
dine with them, which he promised to-do, adding, that he 
hoped they would have the goodness to allow kim to leave 
town in the evening. ‘The company at dinner was ve 
numerous. The two judges sat at the head ef the table. 
Several lawyers, and many gentlemen from the country 
around, besides the magistrates of the burgh, were present. 
Not long after dinner, the gentleman above mentioned 
renewed his request, and very earnestly begged that their 
Lordships would give him leave togo home. * What is all 
* your hurry to gethome,” said Lord B. * why should not 
«* you remain here as well as others, and do your duty to 
“ your country!” My Lord,” replied the gentleman, 
“ [I shall tell you;—This year, I am a grest farmer. A 
** good deal of my corn is cut down, and owing to the bad 
“ weather which we have had for some time past, I fear that 
“ much of it is in a satl condition. Yesterday and to.day 
« the weather has been much beiter, and, I dare say, by to- 


“« morrow, some of it wilk be ready to take in.” “ Surely.,’* 


said Lord B. * You do not mean to make your servants 
“ take in corn on Sunday.” *“* Ido, my Lord,” answered 
the gentleman, “ and I don’t think that they can be better 
“ employed than in saving the fruits of the earth fer the use 
“ of man and beast. Jam persuaded that God Almighty 
** wall be better pleased to see them employed in that useiul 
‘* work than attending any church whatever ; and it is my 
“© decided opinion, that at this season, especially in suci, 
“ broken weather as we have had for some, time Pust, the 
“‘ country people should be enjoined, instead of going wo 
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corey improve every Sunday, when the weath< 
6s 


od, tas removing to the Larn-yard ail the corn thai is 
ss fit for taking in.” 

BDetore he had finished this last senience, Lork B. crew 
him self forward on his chsir.with considerable agitation, and 
looking at him ina manner that shewed he was not Sct 


he said, with an elevated tane that produced a complete 
siience in the company, anc in that broad Scottish accent 
which his Lordship commorly used, ind which sumctimes 


gave paiticular emphasts to what fie. said, “ Sir, You ate 
‘* sprely not thinkin what you aré saving, Were you to 


** do what ycu propose, it would, in the first place be ‘such 
“an outrage—suach a gross violation of the laws of ysui 
** country; as should not be suffered’ to pass unpunished : 
““ and if any. of his Majesty’s justices ef the peace near you 
© did-not lay your fect fast, they would not do their duty . 
** In the second place, Si’, it would be a most gross v iola- 
ce 


tion cithe commandments of Almighty God ; ‘and, it is 
‘** absurd:to say that. ° We will be better pleased to see us and 
“our servants breaking his commandments than keeping 
“ them. “Besides, Sir, in the third place, your conduct would 
* discover such a distrust in the Providence of God, as a 
man that calls himself a Chrisiian, should, at least, think 
‘* shame to owr.—Sit sull, Sir, where you are, fdr vou 
** shallnot get away till the business of the court is over in 
*¢ this place.” Ashis Lordship said this, his colleague (the 
late Sir Thoma> Miller, afteiwards Presideut of ihe Court 
cf Session) Jaying his hand on Lord 3B.’s shoulder and 
:muiling said to him, “ My Lord I alwavs knew that you: 
‘“* Lordship wasa grezt lawyer, but I did not know before 
“ that-you was so great ’a divine.” “© As long as I live,” 
resunicd Lord 5. in his warm, animated tore, ** i shall think 
‘** ie my duty to’set my face against all uanecesary working 
‘on the Sabbath day. Works of real necessity must be 
“donc. Ifa flood come down, and your graia ts in danger 
‘© ef being carried away and lost, certainly your people 
« cannot te better emplov ed than in savingit. [tis their 
+ dury then to work rather than’go to church. Bat ‘for 
*- neopleco lead in corn ou Sunday, when there is no urgent 
“ necessity lor it, is W hat, I h ‘pe, will never be tolerated 
“in wiv Christiis esuntry.’ 


& 
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RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


BRIEF NARRATIVE 
OF TIE 
BAPTIST MISSION. 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 316.) 


| 1807. 

Mr. Biss’s complaint getting worse, he was ordered by 
Dr. H. to return to Europe, 7s the only possible mean of 
saving his life. On January the 5th, he and his family em- 
barked for America. During the first fortnight his health 
seemed to be. greatly amended; but after this he relapsed, 
and on Febe 5th died! 

A Hindoo, whose, name was Seeboo Roy, having seen 
some relipidus tracts, came to Cutwa for further instruc- 
tion. He appears to have believed the gospel ; and being 
a person who had consideéraqle influence in his village, had 
recommended it to others. He kept up christian worship 
ia his own house on the Lord’s day, and some of his neigh- 
bours attended with him. Mr. Chamberlain received much 
pleasure from him, and expected that he would soon be 
baptized ; but in the month of January this year he died. 
His relations burned his body, after the manner of the Hin. 
doos, but it was contrary to his desire. He earnestly wish- 
ed to have been taken to Cutwa, instead of Gonga, to die. 
During his illness he exhorted those who used to meet with 
him for worship nct to forsake the assembling of themselves 
together, nor to cease publishing the glories of the Saviour. 
“ fam going,” said he, “ but we shall soon see each other 
again.” He had conversed much with his wife ; and when 
he died, she did not beat her forehead, and cry aloud, as is 
the custom of women in that country on such occasions. 
Being asked why she did not; she answered, *¢ What use is 
that? I sit and think of what he said to me.” 

On January the 24th, the brethren Mardon and Chater 
set sail for Rangoon. They had been recommended to the 
grace of God by the church at Serampore, with many pray- 
ers for their prosperiety. About the same time cheering 
accounts are received from the neighbeurhoed of Malda, 
where the native preachers are heard with interest by ma- 

VoL, I, M Mm 


ir — > 


~ ” - ‘at aepennraiee 
ee, i i ee ry ake 
an ne Sit MRS: AL . 
- < 
——_-<—- 


Se 
* i 


ata 
* rte atae oy 
_. a ~~ 


wr 


ee re 
7 > 


a a 
a - a - 
= ot Pa A. 


Liew ee i oe Pe. 
Me Meas 
SSeS Ee 
= ear 2A = orth. < 
Saver teer 


= 
—< 
a ag Ses 
ae ~ Sle 


* - : 
Oe ee ae 
hin Stats oe 


oe 


- < « <a pe Fes - . . 
Cote ahs oS era «Ale eee mre is 
as 






~ 


eee ees 




















466 THE RELICIOUS INSTRUCTOR. 


ny of their countrymen. Five or six hundred often as. 
semble to hear them, when no European is present. By- 
konta, one of the native brethren, returns from Jessore full 
of joy; his wite has forsaken her father’s house, resolved 
to cleave unto him, and to. the Saviour... At Cutwa, bro- 
ther Chamberlain and several of the native Christians la- 
bour with diligence and success. Three persons, namely, 
Komal, Soogul Mookurgee (a Koolin brahman) and Vin- 
dyabund (a byraggee) are baptized. Things also appear 
promising at Dinagepore: and though at Serampore they 
have baptized only one during the: first three months, and 
labour under some restrictions, yet the translating and print- 
ig of the scriptures go on, and upon the whole they speak 
of their efforts to spread the gospel as being but little di- 
minished. On March the 18th, letters are received’ from 
Kangoon, and every thing wears. the most favourable ap - 
pearance as to that important undertaking. 

During the months of April, May, and Juse, ten persons 


were baptized; among whom were a respectable Portu- 


guese family of Calcutta; mamcly Mr. and Mrs. Derozio, 
and two of their daughters ; also a serjeant Oaky, whose 
father was a member of the baptist church at Fingstandy 
in Gloucestershire. A new church was formed in Jessore, 
of which Ram Mohun and Kawnee were chosen deacons— 
the brethren at Cutwa were also formed into a church— 
and a petition was presented to government for leave. to 
erect a new chapel jo Calcutta, signed by one hundred and 
fifteen of the inhabitants, many of whom were merchants of 
the first respectability, and to which a favourable answer was 


returned. | 
On the 3ist of May, Ram Mohun is set apart by 


prayer and the laying on of hands fer the work of the mi- 
nistry- : a 

Durivg this suramer Mr. Fernandez was heavily afflicted. 
Two. persons were on this account obliged to wait seme 
months for baptism. They. were baptised, however, on the 
2ist of June. Their names were Dhanukora, and his wife 
Dhashishhurry. Y 

In June and July, several Europeans correspond with the 
missionaries, and afford pleasing hope of a work of grace. 
One was reproved for his profane language, by a Hindgo ; 
another he rd the christian natives converse about Christ, 
and was filled with shame at -his own igoorance; and ano- 
ther was impressed by his coversation with a serieus lady, 
whom he afterwards married. “ We are acquainted wits 
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nine or, ten (says' Mr. Moore) in Calcutta, most of 
whom we knew not, four months ago, but who now afford 
us hope.” 

On the 6th of July, at the monthly prayer meeting, a 
consultation was held about the mission to Burmah, and 
the minds of the two brethren sounded as to their willing- 
ness to return to that country. Brother Chater was still of 
the same mind ; but brother Mardon declined it on account 
of ill health. He was atterwards succeeded by brother F elix 
Car 

On Lord’s day, August 2d, a older of the name of John 
Axell, from the isi a rkood of Basingstoke in Harmp« 
shire, was baptized by Mr. Ward, at Calcutta. The same 
day were baptized by Mr. Carey at Serampore, a rative of 
the name i 5 Seeboo "Ram, from Jessore, and a Mr. Prit. 
chet, a young man, the son of # elergyman of South Wales. 
He had heen taken prisoner by the French and carried 
into the Isle ef France, where, during his imprison- 
ment, he was brought to serious reflection on the state of 
his soul, 

About this time twelve of the Portuguese at Calcutta 
sign an affectionate letter to Mr. Ward, ‘expressing 
their faith in the gospel, and attachment to him as a minister 
of it, 

Soon afier this, an event, occurred which filled the friends 
of the mission with deep concern, and furnished its adver- 
saries with a momentay triumph. <A tract which had been 
printed in Bengalee, and which in that language contained 
nothing’oliensive, was put into the hands of a native to be 
translated into Persic. ‘Lhe translation being finished, it 
was, thyough the pressure of business, inadvertently printed 
without being first inspected by the missionaries. It proved 
unhappily, that the translator had introduced several strong 
epithets, calling Mahomet a tyrant, &e. which was alleged 
would irritate his followers ; and though no such effects hal 
been produced, yet.a copy of it being conveyed to a person 
in office under government, it was taken up in-a serious 

manner. Mr. Carey was sent for; but being unacquainted 
with the circumstances of the case, he could only acknow- 
ledge the impropriety of the epithets, and promise to inquire 
into their cause of their appearance in the tract in question. 
Had the object of the party been merely to prevent the dis- 
turbance of the public tranquillity, things would have issued 
here; Mr. Carey, on learning particulars, would have made 
an apology, and corrected whatever was impror gy jas 
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But before he had time to do this, proceedings were co:m- 
menced, which had they been carried into execution, must 
have been not only ruinous to the mission, but greatly inju- 
rious to the cause of christianity in India. In consequence, 
however, of an explanation, and a respectful memorial pre- 
sented to the governor general, the mest serious part of 
the proceedings: was formally revoked. On this. occasion 
two of the missionaries waited on his Lordship to thank 
him for the candor with which: he attended to their memo- 
rial ; to which his Lordship replied, that. nothing more was 
necessary than a mere examination of. the subject, on 
which every thing appeared in a clear and favourable 
light. ' 

But as all the printed tracts had passed under examina- 
tion, and as two others, as well as that in Persic, were ob- 
jected to, the missionaries were required in future, not to 
priat any tracts without first submitting the. copy to the in- 
spection of government. y 

Concerning the epithets, &c. objected to, the mission- 
aries say, ** Though there is nothing in any, of the tracts 
but what would be perfectly harmless in England, and has 
been actualty so here; yet, as such things lay open to ani- 
madversion from those that are averse to the mission, and 
are of no use in the conversion of the natives, we wish they 
had not been used.”—-No restrictions however were laid on 
the translation or circulation of the scriptures. 

From the time that the Jessore brethren were formed 
into a church, one of the native preachers has gone over 
at least once in a month to assist them, and to administer 
the Lord’s Supper amongst them. Mr. William Carey hav- 
ing visited them in September, gave a pleasing account, on 
his return, of what he saw and heard in some parts of that 
district. He mentioned eight or nine persons besides the mem- 
bers who appeared to be inquiring in good earnest what they 
must doto be saved. 

On the 11th of October, a Mr. and Mrs. Pittman were 
baptized: andon the first of November, Miss Williamson, 
a lady from Elgin, Scotland. 

The state of public morals amongst Europeans is suppos- 
ed never to have been lower than at this time. Plays, mas- 
querades, and every species of dissipation, are ou the in- 
crease ; and amongst people of this description it aeed not 
be added, the religion of Jesus Christ is scouted. Yet it 
prospers, even among LKuropeans; and though the natives 
plainly perceive that itis not the wish of many of the supe~ 
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riors that they should become christians, yei they are not 
the less inclined to inquire afeer the good and the right 
way. It may also be to the honour of the gospel thus to make 
its way.—“ Not by might, nor by power ; but by my Spirit, 
saith the Lord of hosts.” 

“ The following is the state of the translations, as given 
by Mr. Carey, at the end of the year 1807.  “ ‘The work 
of printing the scriptures is now going on in six different 
Janguages, and that of translating them in six more. ‘Vhe 
Bengalee js all printed except from Judges vii. to the end 
of Esther ; the Sangscrit New Testament to Acts xxvii. 
the Orissa to John xxi. the Mahratta (2d edition) to the end 
of Matthew ; the Hindostanee (new version) tc Mark ve and 
Matthew is begun printing in Guzetattee. 

“ The translation is carried on nearly to the end of Joha 
in Chinese, Telinga, Kurnata, and the language of the Secks. 
It is also carried on toa pretty large extent in Persian, and 
begun in Burmah. 

“ In addition to the translations carrying on at iramn- 
pore, the missionaries received manuscript copies of the 
gospels translated into Malayala, the language spokea ia 
Travancore and the adjoining countries. They were trans- 
lated from the Syriac, under the direction of Hic bishop of 
the Syrian churches in those parts, and sent to Serampore to 
be printed. 

Towards the latter end of this year several of the native 
brethren are diligently employed in preaching the gospel. 
The following are extracts from the journal of Deep Chund 
and Ram Presaud: “ We tarried in the neighbourhood of 
Goamalty about'a month and a half, preaching daily to the 
farmers ‘who were cultivating the indigo plant, and to many 
other strangers. “We also visited many villages and dis- 
tributed tracts!’ At-Miniary* we continued a week preach- 
ing to and conversing with great numbers, who had never 
heard the gospel from- their own countrymen before. At 
Purneah we preached two days together in the mazket place 
to great multitudes, some heard with a ready miad, others 
derided. In the last part of our journey, the gospel was & 
new sound, multitudes heard who had never heard it before, 
and who may never hear it again, or know its value, 
till they see the Son of Man coming in the clouds of hea- 
ven! 


* The residence of the late Afr. William Grant, some- 
times written Adunoharee. 
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In October died Mr. Creighton of Goamalty, and Mr. 
William Grant of Munoharee, both at the same place, and 
within a fortnight of each other. The labours of these ex- 
cellent men in establishing schools, circulating the serip- 
tures, and otherwise promotimg Christianity, were of great 
importance.to the cause of Christ in Bengal, and: their death 
would of course be severely felt. “ They were lovely and 
pleasant in their lives,” say the missionari¢s, “ and in their 
death they were not divided!” The former had drawn up 
some valuable thoughts on the establishment of schools ; 
and the latter bequeathed twenty thousand’ rupees (about 
2500/.) to the mission, ten thousand to the translations, and 
ten thousand for the support of an evangelical ministry 
in a church called the mission churchin-Calcuttas In con- 
sequence of these events, Mr. Mardon was soon af- 
terwards stationed at Goamalty, and Mr. Moore at Muno- 
haree. 

Towards the end of November the brethren James Chater 
and Felix Carey, with their families, after forming them- 
selves into a church, and chusing brother Chater for their 


pastor, and after being committed to God by their brethren, 


embarked for Rangoon, where they safely arrived after a 
voyage of eighteen days. ! 

In a review of the year 1807, fifteen, it appears, have heen 
added to the church at Serampore and Calcutta, among 
whom were five Europeans and an American; three to 
that at Cutwa; and two. to that at Dinagepore; two 
were restored after exclusion: two called to the mini« 
stiy, and two new churches formed ;—new rules were 
formed suited to the present state of the mission, eve- 
ry station being independent of the other, but all united 
as a general body; a considerable advance was made in ten 
of the translajicns ; two new founts of type completed, viz. 
the Orissa, and the Mahratta, and two others begun, viz. 
the Burman and the Chinese; a new and improved fount of 
Nagree also begun. With respect to Printing, an impres- 
sion of 1500 copies of the fourth volume of the Bengalee 
Qld Testament, containing all the prophets, completed ; the 
third volume, comprising the histerical books, in the press, 
which, when. finished, wauld complete the Bengalee Bible ; 
an edition of ten thousand copies of Luke, the Acts, and the 
epistle to’the Romans, completed ; the New Testament in 
the Sanscrit and Orissa considerably advanced , the Hindo- 
stance, Mahratta and Guzuratee, put to press. 


(TO BE CONCLUDED IN OUR NEXT.) 
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The third Report of the Bible Society of Philadelphia, 
read before the Society, May }, 1811. 


(CONCLUDED FROM P. 443.) 


And the managers think it their duty to seize this oppor- 
tunity to request,that all the friends of the institution, who 
may hear or read this report will encourage and endeavour 
to set forward the measures recommended in the address 
we have mentioned ;—measures equally calculated to afford 
an important, if not an essential aid, to the funds of the 
society, and to give effect tothe very design of its institution 
the communication of the scriptures to all the necessitous 
in the state in which the society is established. Neither, it 
is hoped will the friends of the institution think it impro- 
per, that we here suggest the propriety of their using sui- 
table endeavours to obtain testamentary bequesis to the so- 
ciety. To become able to receive these was a leading mo- 
tive ia our application for a legal incorporation: And the 
distribution of bibles is so interesting and unexceptionable a 
charity, that it is believed there is none which pious 
christians. will generally be more willing to promote, by 
such legacies as;they aay have destined to benevolent 
purposes. 

We have to acknowledge and we doit with lively grati- 
tude, the reception, through the year past, of a number 
of generous and seasonable donations. These will appear 
generally, in the statement of the treasurer, which will ac- 
cqgmpany this report. ‘There are, however, a few items 
which. call for a more particular notice. The frst is a 
donation from Lord Crawford and Lindsey, ia England, 
of 25/. sterling, or 114 dollars, which on hearing of the or- 
ganization of our society,-he was pleased to present to it 
without any solicitation. The second is the appropriation, 
by the editors,of. “ The Religious Instractor,” amonth- 
ly miscellany or magazine, published at Carlisle in Penn- 
sylvania, of. the whole nett proceeds of that publication, 
to the, funds ofthis institution, The third is the very 
generous grant of :three hundred dollars, which the bibles sy- 


ciety of Beaufort, in..South. Carolina, have intimated that 


they have made,.and. intend to forward, for the puspose of 
assisting ip paying for the stercotypg p&\:es which we hays 
ordered, © — : 5 
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The fourth benefaction to be _mentioned is of so pecu 
lar a kind, and attended with so many remarkable circum- 
stances, that it is believed the society will be gratified by 
hearing the account of it in detail, his. will principally be 
given by taking an extract from the minutes of the mana- 
gers, on the 25th ocf.QOctober, 1810. It is as. follows, 
viz. 

‘* The meeting was called for the special purposes of lay. 
ing bofore, the board of managers the following letter, receiv- 
ed by the treasurer, which was ordered to be entered in full 
on the minute', as follows: 


Robert Ralston, Esq. 


Alexandria, Oct. 16th 1810. 


Sir, 

We the pastors of the Episcopal, Presbyterian, and Me- 
thodist congregations, send you the sum of 546 del- 
ars, and thirty-one cents, for the use of the bible soci- 
ety. 

This money came in a singular manner into our hands, 
We were visited by a Mr. , under the assumed cha- 

racter of a missionary from a society, said by him to be 
eitabtished at St. Louis, in upper Louisiana, for the pur- 
pese of ameliorating the condition of the savage tribes: the 
vouchers, which he -had artfully drawn up, had hitherto 
furthered his’views: Having nearly completed his collec- 
tions here, he was detected as an impostor, and went cfft 
leaving behind him most of tne money which he had col- 
lected ‘here, and at other places in - his progress through 
Virginia. His real name is . Letters of inqui- 
ry have been forwarded to St- Louis, the answers to which 
afirm that no such society exists there, nor the name of 
or known.- On a consultation of a committee of 
the different congregations in this town relative to the ap- 
propesstion of the money, it was unanimously agreed that it 
should be transmitted by us to the bible society in Philadel- 
vhia, directing the society to disperse the bibles which the a- 
bove sum may procure, among the'frontier settlements Please 
tn acknowledge the receipt of this, and direct it to the secretary 


of the committee, Thomas Vowell, Esq. president cf the 
ba k of Po toinie. 
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With best wishes for the success of the sociéty, we re- 
main, sir, very respectfully, yours obediently, 
I. Barcxay, Rector of P. b. church. 
J. Muir, Pastor of the Presbyterian church, 
SEELY Bunn, of the Methodist E. church. 
W.L. Gisson, Rector of St. Paul’s E. church. 


#6 Whereupon resolved— 


1. That the board accept the sum of money specified 


in the above letter, and order that bibles to its full amount 


be purchased, and forwarded for distribution among the 
frontier settlements.” [In several other resolutions thanks 
were returned to the writers of the letter, and arrange- 
ments made for collecting information, relative to those 
parts of the frontiers where bibles were most needed— 


After which] 
“ The corresponding secretary produced and read a 


letter, dated October 5th, 1810, from an anonymous wri- 


ter, requesting that the society would, if practicable for- 
ward some bibles to St. Genevieve, on the western bank 
of the Mississippi, below the Missouri; and containing 
other matters respecting the propagation of the gospel in 
this quarter, not within the general powers of the bible’ 
society. ‘Lhe good sense and spirit of piety and philan- 
throphy apparent in this letter, together with a considera- 
‘ion of the singular occurrence that the sum of 546 dollars 
and 31 cents, this night received by the managers frem’ 
Alexandria, was collected under the pretence of promoting. 
ihe cause of religion in this very quarter, induced the adop- 
tion of the following resolution— 

* Resolved, That 200 English bibles, and 50 Freuch new 
testaments, be sent forward to the care of Dr. Aaron Elliot 
of St. Genevieve, for the purpose of being distributed 
among proper objects.” | 

Thus it appears that an impostor geliected, and after. 
wards strangely relinquished a considerable sum of mo- 
ney, which was appropriated to the purchase of bibles for 
the frentiers of cur country; that the very evening on 
which this money was received, an unknown correspon- 
dent stated satisfactory facts and reasons to show that the 
very region from which the imposter pretended to have 
come, was that to which bibles needed immediately to be 
sent; and though it does not appear on the minutes, it 
was communicated to the society, that two gentlemen, (ome 
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of whom 1s mentioned in the last resolution) who were 
known to the secretary, and well qualified and circumstanc- 
ed to distribute bibles in that uncultivated region, would 
cheeriully take chargé of the cot.cern. Leaving these facts 
to originate such reflections as, without comment, they seem 
calculated to suggest, we think proper to state, in this con- 
nexion, that in another instance events which at first ap- 
peared untoward, were overruled to promote the views of 
the society. , 

One of the managers was directed to write to Germany 
for acertain number of copies of the bible, in the German 
language. He did so, but the order was detained on its 
passage till it was believed to be lost: then a second, and a 
third order, intended as copies: f the first, were given; 
which were long in getting to the place of their destination. 
Ultimately however, all the orders were received, and each 
was supposed to demand a separate answer. Accordingly 
three times the number of bibles expected were sent, and 
all were delivered in this city, at the same time. Then it 
was discovered that the demand for the whole of the bibles 
was exceedingly urgent; so that though the funds of the 
society did not admit of paying for more than the third ori- 
ginally ordered, yet the others were readily purchased, and 
furnished a most seasonable supply to those who could not 
ctherwise have obtained them. 

The managers would not do justice to their own feelings, 
nor, they are persuaded, to the expectations of the society, 
should they close their report without communicating some 
information relative to the British and Foreign bible socie - 
ty, to which the numerous institutions of a similar nature 
which seem to be spreading over the face of Christendom, 
look up, as to a common parent. _ By the last report of that 
wonderful institution it appears, that its operations are con- 
tinued with unabated, if not with imcreased effect. They 
have not only obtained the printing of the holy scriptures 
in almost every language and dialect of modern Europe, but 
they have caused an astonishing number of copies to be 
distributed ameng evtry description of persons who need- 
ed them ; not omitting in their distribution the most inve- 
rate of their enemies civil or religious. At the same time 
they have aided with their funds every iostitution for mul- 
upiying or circulating the scriptures, which appeared to need 
assistance. It is stated in their report of May last, that they 
were then patronizing an Arabic translation cf the bible; 
that they were taking measures for printing an edition of 
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the new testament in modern Greck, and one also in the 
Trish language ; that they were carrying on inquiries for 
the purpose of effecting a translation of the whole scrip- 
tures into the pm. ean and Tamul languages, for the island 
of Ceylon; that they have printed a version of the posnel 
of Tehn, and have agreed also to print the gospel of Luke, 
in the Esquimaux tengue, for the use of the missionaries 
and their .converis among that barbarous people. They 
likewise afford a very powerful and liberal patronage to the 
translations of the bible which are now making, by various 
religious denomirations, into all the chief languages of In- 
dia, or rather of Asia.- They have given two thousand 
pounds sterling to the translators of the baptist missionary 
establishment.at Serampore. 

In a word, the mighty efforts of this socicty appear to 
be employed ia no less an enterprise than that cf presente 
ing the holy scriptures, in their native tongue, to every 
people under heaven; and the fairest prospect exists, not 
only ef their ultimate, but cf their speedy success. The 
annual meeting of this parent society is held on this day, 
and it is a pleasing and animating consideration, that in 
our humble sphere, our exertions zre united with theirs 
to extend the empire of our Redeemer ; an empire infinite- 
ly more glorious and durable than any whichis acquired 
by arms and cemerted with blood; an empire whica the 
knowledge and influence of the precious truth covtained 
in the holy scriptures is eventually to exiend, till it em- 
brace in its peaceful bosom all the empires of the world, 
and Jesus Christ become king of nations as he is king of 
saints. ‘¢ Gird thy sword upon thy thigh,,O most Migh, 
with thy gory aud thy. majesty : And im thy majesty ride 
presperously, because” oi truth, and meekness and 
righteousness ; and thy right hand shall tcach thee tcrrible 


things.” - 


Speech made by the Rey. Dr. Buchanan, ai the late dnniver~ 
sary meeting of the London Soctely for promoting Chris- 
tganity amongst the Fews. 


During my residence in the East, my mind was much 
eceupied with the present state and circumstances of the 
Jews. [ visited them in different provinces, examined 
their beoks, and discoursed with them on the subject of 
the prophecies ¢ and [ found that no where do they despair 
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of being restored to Jerusalem ; no where do they despair of 
beholding their Messiah. It is with great satisfaction, then 
that on my returnto England, I contemplate the establish- 
ment of your society. It is, indeed, with much surprise I 
behold three hundred gentlemen, assembled on the present 
occasion, under the patronage of a nobleman of our country, 
to promoté this noble design. The sudden elevation of your 
instiiution, and the interest which it has almost instantane- 
ously created in the public mind, are sure prognosticks of 
its perpetuity. It is one of those institutions which, like the 
Bible Society, need only to be proposed, to recommend it- 
self to the minds of men, by its perfect reasonableness and 
propriety; and, I may add, by the divine obligation it 
invelves. I entertain a confident hope that this Society, or 
some institution analogous to it, will be perpetual in 
the Church of Christ, and that it will endure, to use an ori- 
ental expression, as long as the sun and moon endure; or at 
least, as long as there 1s a Jew in the world who is nota 
christian. 

There is a measure I would propose to the consideration 

of your Society, which [think will contribute to its celebrity 
and success. I would suggestto you to open a correspond- 
ence with the Jews in the East. 
Perhaps it may not be known to some, that by the events 
of tbe late war in India, a colony of Jews have become:sub- 
ject to Great Britain, This is the colony of the white and 
black Jews of Cochin. The pumber is calculated to be about 
16.000. Mr. Frey infoxms me that the number of Jews in 
the United Kingdom 1s not reputed to be greater than four- 
teen tpousand. So that our Jewish subjects in the East 
are yet more numerous than those in the West; and they 
are equally entitled to the regard and attention of your So- 
ciety. ; 7 | 

i visited Cochin soon after the conquest of the province. 
The Jews received me hospitably, and permitted me_ to ex- 
smice their ’ Librarjes and their synagogues ; and they pre- 
serted to me many valuable manuscripts, which are now de- 

osiced in the library of the University of Cambridge. One 
of these is a roll of the Pentateuch, on goat skins, dyed 
red; cne of the most ancient, perhaps, which the east can 
produce. The white Jews live on the sea coast, and have 
commeice with foreign nations ; the black Jews live chiefly 
in the interior of the country. ‘The Hindoos call them Is- 
raci: they call themselves Beni-[sraei, and not Jews; for 
their ancestors did not belong to Judah, but to the kingdom 
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of Israel They consider themselves to be descen ted from 
those tribes who were carried away at the first cantivitv. 
In some parts of the east, the Bent-Israel. never heard of 
the second temple. They never heard of the christian ac- 
count of the coming of the Messiah. Some of thein possess 
only the Peatateuch, and Psalms, and book of Joo. Obrhers 
have no portion of Scripture lf.» But their countenance, 
and their observance of the Swbbaih, and of pecu'iy rites, 
demonstrate thatthey are Jews. The white Jews 2: Cocain 
despise the black Jews, as being of an inferior vvs'y and do nut 
approve of intermarriages with them, because they do not 
belong to the Second Tcmple. Both among white and black 
Jews, I found that there was a general impre-sioa that tere 
would soon be a rumour of wars, and a commotion ameng 
the peeple on their account. The white Jews ex ect) se- 
cond Cyrus from the west, who shall build their temple the 
third and last time. 

You may address the Jews of Cochin with great advan. 
tage on the subject of the Christian religion, fo: they have 
the evidence of the Syrian christians befwre them. These 
ancient christians live in the vicinity, and are your wit- 
nesses. At one place, 1a the interior of ‘he country, which 
I visited, there is a Jewish synagogue and .a christian 
church in tae same Hindoo village. They stand oppo- 
site to each other; as it were, the. Law and the Gospel ; 
bearing testimony of the truch, iu the presence of the heathen 
world. 

[ was informed, that many years ago one of the Jews 
translated the New Testament into. Hebrew, tor the purpose 
of confuting it, and repelling the arguments of his neigh- 
bours, the Syrian christians. ‘This manuscript fell into my 
hands, and is now in the fibrary of the University of Cam- 
bridge. It is in his own hand writing, with the first ister. 
lineations and erasures, and will be of great use ia prepar- 
ing a translation of the New Testament in the Hebrew lan- 
guage. It appears tobe a faithiul translation, as far as it 
has been examined: but about the end, when he came to the 
epistics of St. Paul, he seems to have lost his temper, being 
moved perhaps by the acute argument of the learned Ben- 
jamiie, as he calls the Apost'e, and he has written here and 
there a note of execration on his memery. But behold the 
providence of God! ‘Lie translator became himself a con- 
vert tochristianity. His own works subdued his unbelief, 
In the lion he found sweetness; and he lived and died in 
the faith of Christ. And now it is a common supposi- 
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tion armong the vulpar in that place, that if any Jew shall 
write the whole of the new testement with his own hand, 
he will beccme a christian, by the influence of the evil 
spirit. 

This event occurred in the South of India; but a conver. 
sion no less remarkable took place, some time afterwards, in 
the North. Jacob Levi, a Jew, from Smyrna, travelled over 
Jand to Ca'cutta, and heard the gospel from one of the Lu- 
theran Preachers belonging to the Society for promotin 
Christian knowledge, and became a convert to truth He 
delivered a testimony to the Jews, Hindous, Mahometans and 
christians ; for he was acquainted with various languages, 
and spoke eloquently, like Apollos. But his course was 
short. ie was ordained like many witnesses of the chris- 
tian faith, to shine but fora moment. These solitary ingtan- 
ces of the power of the Gospel seem to occur, ia almost 
every nation, previous to the general illumination. ‘This 
conversion of Jacob Levi is recorded ia the proceedings of 
the Society in Bartlett’s buildings, London, 

But there is another body of Jews, not a colony but a 
kingdom of Jews, to which the Society may also address 
itself ; andthat is, the ten Tribes. For the ten Tribes, so 
long lost, havs at length been found. Ir has been sufficiently 
ascertained, by the investigation of the learned in India, that 
the Affghan and Pyran nations consist of the descendants of 
the Jewish Tribes of the first descripiion, 

When I was in the south of India, I asked the black Jews, 
where their brethren, the great body of the ten trives, were 
to be found? They answered pronspily, that they wereto be 
found inthe North,in the regions adjacent to Chaldea, the 
very country whither they were first carried into captivity. 
Oa my return to Calcutta, I prosecuted the inquiry, under 
the advantages which my superintendance of the College of 
Fort Willtam afforded me. Sir William Jones has recorded 
itas his opinion, that the Affghans were Jews, and referred 
to various authorities. A further investigation confirmed the 
judgment of that illustrious scholar. There were Affghan 


“Tews in Calcutta, at the time; one of my own servants Was a 


an Affghan. The Aifghans are generally reputed by us to 
he Mahomedans. I asked my servant if he was a Mahome- - 
dan? “ No,” said he, “lama Mahomedan Jew.” I plainly 
discerned in his countenance the features of the London 
Tew. ‘Lhe gencral account of the Affghans is this: that their 
ancestors were fews—and their common histories record the 
pames of David, Saul, aud other kings of Israel—that the 
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Makomedans came upon them with an invading army, and 
said auto them, We are Jews as well as you: we observe 
circumcision, and keep the Sabbath ; let us incorporate our 
nations, and be one people, and unite against the infdels— 
that they made a show of yielding to Mahomedanism, (as the 
Jews of Spain and Portugal pretended to yield to christiani- 
. 3) but in process of time the ascendeucy of the new reli- 
gion corrupted the ancient institutions; their sacred bocks 
began to diminish in number; and it came to pass at last, 
that in many places they could he only recognized to be Jews 


by their countenance, by tradition, by peculiar rites, and their, 


observance of the Sabbath; which are the only marks which 
distinguish some of the Beni-isracl of the South of In- 
dia. Let. us, therefore, address the ten tribes, ard Ye- 
ceive them in the state in whieh by the providence of Ged, 
they are to be found. Some of the Jews of London are 
2s ignorant, and as little entitled to the name, asthe Afl- 
ghans. 

But there is a third body of Jews to whom you ougitto 
write; I mean the Samaritan Jews. ‘They are not far 
from the shores of the Mediterranean, and are easily acces- 
sible. They possess only the Pentateuch. They are few 
innumber, and will receive with much deference any come 
munication which you will be pleased to make to them, re- 
lating to their rejigion and the present state of Jewish na- 
tions, 

Let letters then be addressed to these three bodies of Is- 
raelites ; not in the name of christians, but in the name of 
the converted Jews, who compose part of this Society. —— 
Let Mr. Frey, the learned convert, write to them, not ia the 
Rabbinical Hebrew, (for there are upwards of 20 dialects of 
Rabbinical of commercial Hebrew in the world,) but inthe 
Hebrew of the Old Testdiment, which all understand; let 
him inform them of the great events that have taken p.ace 
in the west, namely. that Jews have become christians ; that 
the christians are sending forth pecsenes to. teach all na- 
tions; that the Messiah issureiy come: and thai the signs 
of the times encourage the belief that israel is about to be 
restored, in a spiritual sense. Let him further direct their 
attention to particular prophecies, and invite correspondence. 
And after Mr. Frey has exercised his ministry a year or two 
longer 1 in this country, it may be expedient that he go forth 
as amissivuary to the Jews of Cochin, with some of his 
brethren, that in the mouth of two or three witnesses, cvery 
word may be established.” After preaching among thei 
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half a year, he may retura agiin, and revart what be has 
heard and seen. 
3ut when vou write these letters, a present must accom- 
pany them, afier the oriental manner. And let this present 
he the Bi ste. You need not, indeed, send the Old Testa- 
mentto all; for the Jews of the Kast possess that book en- 
tire, with everv Joe and tittle that belong to it. They are our 
Whrarians ; they are ordained. by providence, as it were of. 
fivial gaardigms of the perpetual purity of the sacred volume. 
But you tust send them the New Testament in the Hebrew 
tongue; ia the language and character of the Old Testament, 
which all understand and revere. And let it have the massora, 
that ghe text may be settled by good authority, before it 
pase out of your hands. We christians are, im regard to 
he New Testam nt, the Massorites ;. we are qualified to de- 
terniine the sense. If the version be sent forth without 
Pomts, the words of our Saviour may be expounded by the 


Kastern Jews in different ways. The Arabic, Persian, Chal- 


date, and Syriac, languages, all have points. You may take ~ 
them away indeed, as has been done in the Old Testament 
Hebrew ; but if you do so, you will net be able to under- 
statid what is written, unless you have got it previously by 
heart. All the children learn these languages and the He- 
brew, in the east, with points; and they are constantly used 
by grown persons, when the sense is doubtful. A letter, 
without points, on a new and difficult subject, would be an 
enigma. It is commonly said in Europe, “ that the points 
are not of divine origin.” But there is no meaping in this 
ccutiment. If the cunsonaats be of divine origin the vow- 
els ave of divine origin. The consonants cannet be pro- 
nounced without the vowels. A consonant implies the pre. 
sence ef a vowel, The Hebrew consonants, which are said 
tu be of divine origin, were changed in form by a heathen 
people. A child, in the time of Moses, nods not have 


been able to learn tie book of Genesis without poiats. Whea 
he had got it by heart, indeed, the poiuts would be of no use ; 


und fer this reason, and for co other, are they not used in 
the Synagogue. It is the labour of ten years for the He- 
trew reader im the synagogue’ to leara to read the 


scriptures Without points. tiad not providence ordained 
the Massora of the Olid Testament, it 1s impossible to say 
how great our difficulty might have*.been in translating 
that volume at this day; but the same providence which 
has preserved the consonants, has preserved the vowels 
alsoa 








Reitgious Intelligence. 481 


It is with suprise [ learn, that as yet you have not obtain- 
ed aversion of the New Testament in the Hebrew lan. 
guage, for the use of the Jews. It is surely the very first 
duty of your society to execute this translation. You are 
beginning to work without instruments. How can you find 
fault with a Jew, for not believing the New Testament, if he 
has never seen it? It is not to be expected that he will res- 
pect a version in English ; but give him the New Testament 
in the language of the Old Testament, in the imposing form 
of the primeval Hebrew, the character which he is: accus- 
tomed to venerate and admire, and thea you do justice to 
his weakness, and may overcome his prejudice. 

How strange it appears, that during a period of eighteen 
hundred years, the Christians should never have given the 
Jews the New Testament in their own language! By a kind 
of infatuation. they have reprobated the unbetief of the Jews 
and have never at the same time told them what they ought 
to believe. : 

I ought to apologize to the company for detaining them 
so long—{ Applause }—{f shall couclude wih ovservin g, that 
the chief difficulties which this Society will probably meet 
With, will be from the opposing Jews at home. But when 
they see that your converts multiply, and when they hear that 
you are Writing to other nations, regardless of their igno- 
rance and opposition at home; when tirey learn that you 
have discovered the ten tribes ; that you have sent to them 
the New Testament in the holy language; that you are 
discussing with them the subject of the prophecies; and 
that Mr. Frey and his brethren are going forth as “ am- 
bassadors, in light ships, to carry the tidings of glad- 
héss to a nation scattered and peeled, terrible from their 
beginning hitherto,” (Isaiah xviii.) the hosti.e Jews will 
be alarmed, their spirits will sink withia them, and 
they will begin to think, that a great day in Zion is indeed 
at hand. - 

Every time you "méet here, in ef puolic manner, in the 

resence of the Israelites, your acquires strength.— 
nvay time that these Annual Sermons are preached. and 
the voice of prayer and supplication for the outcasts of Is. 
ratl ascends to heaven, it is like the blast of the rams’ horns 
before the walls of Jericho: and sethe enenty will soon be- 
gin to consider it; and L.doubt not that before you have 
encompassed the walls seven fimes, an impressioa will be 
made, it may be the will of God that before the trumpet 
ef your Anniversary Assemblies has been sevou tines 
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sounded, the wall will begin to shake ; a breach will be made, 
aud Joshua, the spiritual Joshua, will enter and take the 
city. 


The value of the Art ef Printing, asit respects the spread 
of the Holy Scriptures, is strikingly evident from the fel- 
lowing memoranda of Antiquity :— 


In the year 1272, the pay of a Iabouring man was three 
half pence per day. * In 1274, the price of a Bible with a 
Commentary, fairly written, was thirty pounds.j ‘That pre- 
cious volnme which may now be obtained, by many labour- 
ers, for one days pay, would then have cost them more thaa 
thirteea years labour to procure. 

It is worthy of remark, that in the year 1240, the build- 
ing of two arches of London Bridge, cost twenty-five 
pounds ;$ five pounds less than the value of a bible! How 
great are the privileges of christians! We now enjoy the 
blaze of gospel day ; the lines are fallen to us.in pleasant 
places, yea, we have a goodly heritage. God grant that 
our ancestors may never rise up in judgment against us 
for the abuse or neglect of the Scriptures! 

The above statement will also serve te shew, that the ho- 
nour of distributmg the holy Scriptures extensively, has pe- 

culiariy devolved upon the present day. ‘The labour of 
writing themisno more. Their price is now very reason- 
able. The papal prohibition against reading them has lost 
its force, and multitudes, with outstretched arms, are car- 
nestly imploring them. 


* See Dugdale’s Warwickshire. 
{ See Seon? s Annals, page 410. 
4 See Maddow’s History of the Exchequer. 





SELECT SENTENCES. 


No cloud can overshaddow atrue christian, but his faith 
may discern a rainbow in it. 

There are many so wise that the will not be defrauded of 
a cent, who are s9 foolish as vcluntarily to be cheated 


out of that “ pure gold” which would make them rich im- 
deeds 
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